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News

FY 2016 Operating Budget and Forward-Thinking Projects
Approved at BOT Meeting
The GSU Board of Trustees met Friday, December 11, and voted unanimously to approve several
projects which will allow GSU to continue its forward momentum. Vice Chair Eileen Durkin acknowledged
the state's current budget stalemate but said that GSU "cannot be paralyzed by the present to the
detriment of its future. The work of the university moves forward – our students deserve no less." The
Board also approved the university's fiscal year 2016 operating budget.
The meeting began with a Happy Anniversary to the Board of Trustees, (see page 3) which was
established twenty years ago. Current trustee Bruce Friefeld was a member of the inaugural Board,
along with Maria D'Amezcua, Kristi DeLaurentiis, Fran Grossman, Sally Jackson, Bill McGee, and
Barbara Peterson. President Maimon added her congratulations to the Board, noting that "an
independent, appointed board of trustees is the best form of university governance. Together we have
addressed problems creatively and nimbly."

GSU Moving Forward
President Maimon told the Board that even with the lack of any progress in the state's budget stalemate,
GSU's "prudent practices of fiscal and enrollment management have allowed us to continue forward
movement." That momentum continues. "The choice we are recommending is to keep making the kinds
of bold and tough decisions that are designed to sustain our growth trajectory and help us achieve our
strategic goals. In other words, we will do our best to control our future in the context of unacceptable
challenges and to ensure that we come out of this crisis stronger than we were getting into it," she said.

Next Phase in Student Housing
In its second year GSU's first residence hall, Prairie Place, is already at capacity. Considering this, the
Board gave its unanimous approval for a study to evaluate the feasibility of developing Phase II of GSU's
on-campus housing initiative. The study will also explore the need for a dining facility and a limitedservice student health clinic. If the study finds the project financially feasible, the project will move into a
design and construction phase this Spring and will be ready for occupancy in the Fall of 2018The Board
approved the selection of CannonDesign Inc. of Chicago as the firm to complete the study. If approved
by the Board at its March 2016 meeting, the firm will also serve as the architect-of-record for the project.

The project will be financed through the sale of revenue bonds that will be amortized through the facility's
rental income.

Dining Facility Renovation
The Board also approved a project to remodel and upgrade the university's dining facility. The project will
replace the mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems in the kitchen area, replace the existing
equipment in the kitchen and serving area, and expand existing seating capacity in the café. The project
will result in more efficient service, queueing, and increased self-service selections and will turn the
seating area into a comfortable, versatile area.

New Document Imaging System to Improve Admissions Process
In order to improve the student application and admission process, the Board authorized the purchase
and installation of a new document imaging system. The new system will improve processing of the more
than 9,000 applications for admission that GSU receives every year, streamlining the current paper- and
labor-intensive process and speeding up admission decisions.

Board Passes a Resolution on the State Budget Impasse
Recognizing that GSU and "its students rely and depend upon the State of Illinois as a vital partner in the
delivery of high quality public education" and that the "budget impasse has prevented many deserving
students from receiving much needed MAP funding", the Board passed a resolution (see page 4) urging
an immediate adoption of a FY 2016 State budget. The resolution calls for a "budget that will adequately
provide critical state financial support for the educational programs, research, and public service" GSU
provides to the State of Illinois.

The resolution will be forwarded to the Governor, the leaders of the General Assembly and the
leadership of the higher education community.

In other Board News:
The Human Resources Committee recommended, and the Board approved, emeritus status for
Dr. Jon Carlson, Professor of Counseling. President Maimon said of Professor Carlson: "He had a
tremendous impact on students and colleagues. In addition, he provided professional
development for practicing counselors and psychologists through courses and workshops."
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Happy Anniversary

Inaugural GSU
Board of Trustees
January 5, 1996

Back Row (L-R): Barbara Peterson, Kristi DeLaurentis, Fran Grossman, Maria D’Amezcua
Front Row (L-R): Bruce Friefeld, Sally Jackson, Bill McGee

GOVERNORS STATE UNIVERSITY
BOARD OF TRUSTEES
RESOLUTION FOR BOARD ACTION
December 11, 2015
Resolution 16—22: Resolution on the State of Illinois Budget
WHEREAS, Governors State University is one part of the State’s regional system for higher education, one of
Illinois’ many vital assets, and an investment by the State and its People for nearly fifty years; and
WHEREAS, Governor State University’s missions are to educate, provide public service, and stimulate
economic development, and to do so with excellence and on a broad scale at the local and State levels; and
WHEREAS, the University’s campus in University Park, Illinois and online has a combined total enrollment
of approximately 6,000 students and annually awards over 1,500 undergraduate, graduate and professional
degrees; and
WHEREAS, Governors State University reaches all counties in its region, and the University is a powerful
economic engine for the State, pumping $110 million into the State’s economy and supporting 1,050 jobs; and
WHEREAS, to preserve and advance the excellence of Governors State University and to fulfill its multiple
missions—particularly accessible, affordable, high-quality education for its students—the State must provide a
responsible, adequate, and reliable level of fiscal support to Governors State University and all State public
universities; and
WHEREAS, Governors State University and its students rely and depend upon the State of Illinois as a vital
partner in the delivery of a high quality public education; the continuing budget impasse has prevented many
deserving students from receiving much needed MAP funding; and the impasse threatens to send even more of
our students out of state or out of higher education entirely, thereby damaging Illinois universities, their
communities, and ultimately the State of Illinois.

WHEREAS, the University has undertaken initiatives to reduce and reprioritize spending to raise its efficiency
and effectiveness, and to proactively plan for shared sacrifice as part of the State’s effort to address Illinois’
fiscal challenges;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED:
1. THAT the Board of Trustees of Governors State University urges an immediate adoption of a fiscal
2016 State budget that will adequately provide critical State financial support for the educational
programs, faculty research, public service to society, and economic prosperity Governors State
University provides to the State of Illinois, and
2. THAT this Resolution shall be forwarded to the Governor, the Leaders of the General Assembly and
the leadership of the higher education community.
Approved December 11, 2015

_________________________________
Brian D. Mitchell, Chair

_______________________________
Bruce N. Friefeld, Secretary

